
 

 

Hope Farm Garden 

History of the site: 

The site lies within the southern part of the village of Hawkhurst, Kent. It is on the eastern side of the 
A229 and is a large part of the former grounds of Hall House, a large post-medieval residential 
complex that has been significantly modified, comprising woodland, pasture, and the old walled 
garden. 

The House itself was built sometime within the fifteenth century although it has been substantially 
altered over subsequent generations and may have been originally known as The Wool Master’s 
House.  

The first OS map indicates an enclosure close to Hall House which may have been an earlier walled 
garden. Whilst neither the house nor the accompanying grounds are listed, they are deemed to be of 
regional heritage and horticultural interest; a recent survey undertaken by the High Weald ANOB, 
established a hedge species dating back before the Battle of Hastings. 

The walled garden is part of a horticultural and farming complex around the house. Dating from 20th 
Century, it first appears on the 4th Ed. OS map, and is a good illustration of diversification from 
farming to horticulture. 

The current structure was constructed sometime around 1910 to provide produce for Hall House 
kitchens. Shortly after WW1 the house was purchased by Lillesden School with the garden supplying 
the canteen and kitchens. During WW11 a bomb destroyed local cottages as well as a large part of the 
wall, with the rubble remaining untouched for several years. 

In 1967, the house was bought from the school by Colin Holmes, who grew mostly tomatoes and 
lettuces in the polytunnels and glass houses, the remnants of which can still be seen.  He also kept a 
gaggle of geese to keep the grass down!  

In around 1980 the garden was taken over by a mushroom business believed to be run by a family 
called Guntrip. In 1987, the Great Storm claimed some large trees which fell and crushed two ends of 
the wall. The house itself was destroyed by fire and stood derelict for 10 years until developers 
acquired the site and created apartments where the house once stood. The walled garden remained 
hidden and neglected, in all that time until it was rescued by Hands of Hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Restoration and Development: 

The DEVRA 25-year plan – A Green Future states that spending time in the natural 
environment – as a resident or a visitor – improves our mental health and feelings of 
wellbeing. It can reduce stress…and encourage physical activity. It can combat loneliness and 
bind communities together.   

Hope Farm Garden benefits from a variety of natural environments; wildflower meadows, 
ponds, and a beautiful Gill woodland along with a small heritage orchard and our walled 
kitchen garden.  It provides the ideal environment to restore wellbeing in an ever-hectic 
modern world. 

We acquired the 22-acre site in 2018 with planning secured in 2019 and our current plans 
see us restoring and preserving this amazing space, creating: 

• A place to grow. 
• A place to learn.  
• A place for nature  
• A place for children  
• A place for specialist groups focusing on loneliness, mental health, dementia. 
• A place to access fresh affordable in season and organic produce. 
• A place to feel connected e.g., welcoming, inclusive offering a sense of community,  
• A place to connect with each other and with nature. 
• A place that is sustainable offering a valuable legacy to future generations. 



 
 

Walled Kitchen Garden Design  
 
 
Our main aims include T0: 

 

• Become a beacon and landmark at the heart of the community. 
• Create a resilient community by bringing together residents from a variety of 

backgrounds and age groups, breaking down barriers. 
• Increase the skills base amongst people involved by providing training in organic 

horticulture, traditional rural crafts and practices as well as environmental and 
ecological issues. 

• Restore a heritage-built environment. 
• Restore heritage crop production maintaining rare and heritage seed varieties: 
• Enable people to grow their own food and eat more local food, thereby reducing 

food associated carbon footprints. 
• Increase biodiversity and habitats for pollinating insects. 
• Address food poverty  
• Reduce food waste. 
• Address rural isolation and loneliness. 
• Facilitate outreach programmes throughout Rother, Hastings and West Kent 

 

Key Priorities for 2021: 

We are currently raising funds to restore the old “pumphouse” for use as a training room, 
office and “break-out” area for our Volunteers, Members and Staff. 



Additionally, we are hoping to landscape an additional growing area to expand our 
production which will include 2 large, donated glasshouses. These works will facilitate an 
increased provision of fresh food for those who need it but also offer the opportunity to 
involve more people in our communities to get involved in growing their own food.  

Our plans also see the start of the process to complete the groundworks within the walled 
garden where eventually we will incorporate a teaching cook school, seminar room and 
Victorian glasshouse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Walled Garden Visual: 

 



 

The Growing Field: 

 

 

 


